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LEPC MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Chairman Billy Samuels, Craig Cooper, Travis Anderson, Roger Haskins, Sean Simoneau, Misty 
Richardson, Carolyn Levering, Jayson Andrus, Misty Robinson, Phil Klevorick, Daniel Berc, John 
Lombard, Brian Mitchell, Tori Begay, Felix Acevedo, Karen Donnahie, John Turner. 
 
LEPC ALTERNATES PRESENT:  
Carlito Rayos, Cheryl Nagy, Jeremy Hynds, Angeline Syzmanski, John Hines, Jason Manzo, Ortary 
Davila, Jeremy Crawford, Bowdie Young, Michael Richardson, Jeen Clemitson, Andy Roth, Diane 
Orgill, Barry Mainardi. 
 
LEPC MEMBERS ABSENT:  
Rachel Skidmore, Warren Whitney, Michael Harris, Greg Chesser, Corey Ross, Michael Wilson, , 
Brad Poulson, Stephanie Rennick, Tim Cook, Lori Mack, John Arias, Judy Lopez, Carlton Parker, 
Gregg Maye, Edward Wilds, David Elkington, Joseph Rodriguez, Brian Scroggins, Andrew 
Herman-Morillo. 
 

I. Call to Order  
Billy Samuels, LEPC Chairman, called the 9:00 a.m. meeting to order on Tuesday, 
August 10, 2021. 
 

II.      Roll Call        
Andria Webster called roll and noted that a quorum was present. 
 

III. Public Comments  
Jeremy Hynds commented that the City of Henderson's Emergency Management office was 
moved out of the Fire Department and into the City Manager's office, and he asked if it needs 
to be agendized and then voted on to bring Henderson Fire in as an independent member.  
Chairman Samuels indicated that he has reached out twice and hasn't had any feedback, but 
Jeremy is welcome to reach out to them again. 

  
IV. Comments from the Chair (Discussion only)  

Chairman Samuels commented that we've been having problems with hearing the 
participants roster in, and he asked everyone to be patient while they work on improving that. 

  
V. Review and Approve Meeting Minutes from 2/16/21, 3/23/21, 4/8/21 and 5/11/21 (For 

Possible Action)  
Motion to approve the Meeting Minutes from 2/16/21, 3/23/21, 4/8/21 and 5/11/21 by Phil 
Klevorick. 
Second by John Hines. 
Motion carried. 

  
VI. Discuss the possible use for Clark County LEPC's Hazardous Materials Emergency 

Preparedness Mid Cycle Grant Application for FY 22.  (Discussion only) 



Karen Taylor stated that we are expecting during the fourth quarter an HMEP and one or two 
HMEP Mid Cycle grant applications, and today we want to get some feedback from our 
jurisdictions about what they felt they wanted to use the money for.  She indicated that 
typically, the HMEP, which is hazard mitigation, emergency preparedness, is used for the 
International Hazardous Material Response Conference in Baltimore, which will be June 9th 
through 12th, 2022, and gave the number of people from the jurisdictions in the past that 
have gotten to go.  For the HMEP Mid Cycle, there was interest in Reno's Fire Shows, which 
happens the end of September always, but we did not apply for money for this year, so we 
are talking about for next year.  She asked the jurisdictions to let either her or Carlito know if  
there's interest in going to these conferences.  After discussion, Chairman Samuels 
requested that this group together and decide who needs to go, who wants to go, who would 
benefit.  He asked Karen to document the idea suggested by Carlito that a component be 
added for transportation and hazmat, that they attend at least one of those modules, so that 
we can meet the intent of LEPC on that.  He asked Carlito to coordinate the meeting in 
Baltimore.  Karen added that the HMEP and HMEP Mid Cycle generally have a cap of around 
30,000. 

  
VII. Discuss the upcoming National Homeland Security Conference on August 30, 

2021-September 2, 2021 (Discussion only) 
Andria Webster stated that the Las Vegas Urban Area and Clark County was awarded to host 
the 2021 National Homeland Security Conference at the MGM Conference Center from 
August 30th through September 2nd.  She added that people can register online or in person, 
that the information will be posted on the website, and that after the meeting today she'll send 
out information about the conference as well as the link for registering online.  She gave a 
day-by-day overview of the conference, and noted which tours are filled up.  Misty 
Richardson gave an overview of the Emergency Preparedness Cook-Off and all the 
associated activities.  She acknowledged the tremendous support we've had from local 
emergency management programs allowing their staff to participate in helping with the 
logistics and delivering of the conference, specifically City of Las Vegas, Mesquite, 
Boulder City, and Henderson, adding that it really is a jurisdictional effort across the UASI, 
which is appreciated.  Chairman Samuels commented that he appreciates the all-star efforts 
by Andria and Misty, and that it's going to be a cool event for everyone.  Misty Robinson 
added that she and Karen Donnahie will be presenting on Monday, along with Irene Davis, 
Mason Van Houwelling from UMC, and a few other presenters. 
 

VIII. LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

 a.   Plans Administration Subcommittee 
 Chairman Samuels noted that this subcommittee is vacant.  He requested Andria to put it in 

our notes to try to get this filled. 
 
 b.   Training Subcommittee 
 Misty Richardson stated that she has nothing to report and nothing has been provided to her.  

She reminded everyone to stay on top of the WebEOC calendar, and she encouraged 
everyone's training exercise coordinators to make sure that that's up-to-date and reflective of 
their activities.   

 
 Carlito Rayos described the full-scale exercise out at Apex Power Plant last Thursday.  He 

added that a training that is coming up is the Traffic Incident Management Coalition annual 
conference in October at Tao Station, a demonstration involving a transportation and hazmat, 
that's put on by the Department of Transportation and is usually a really good event.   

 
 Misty Richardson noted that she and Misty Robinson have been working on a 

communitywide hot wash, and Las Vegas Valley Water District has provided space for us.  
Misty Robinson added that it will be on Monday, September 13th, and described the activities 
of the event that will be a good experience. 



 
 c.   Grants  Subcommittee 
 Karen Taylor reported that Clark County LEPC had applied for an HMEP Mid Cycle grant for 

training for hazmat refresher in Boulder, Colorado, but that, unfortunately, as of today, we 
have not received an award letter or any correspondence from SERC.  Carlito provided input 
regarding timing and recommended that we cancel that and deobligate those funds.  
Chairman Samuels.  Karen stated the funding has not been obligated as far as she knows, 
since the application hasn't been approved yet.  Chairman Samuels said he and Carlito will 
meet offline, and then they'll meet with the state side. 

 
 d.   Public Information Subcommittee 
 Cheryl Nagy reported that September is National Preparedness Month, and if you need any 

information, media kits for your PIOs, to please go to ready.gov.  They have their PIO 
working on some things that will come out prior to the beginning of the month.  Also, the 
Southern Nevada Community Preparedness App is going through an update, and they'll do 
another push after the update.  Guy DeMarco added that the app's going to look totally 
different when you log in and will be more user-friendly.  Cheryl added that tomorrow FEMA's 
conducting an alert at 11:20. Arlene Chapman described the announcement from FEMA for 
the alert, adding that their office is going to be ready and equipment their people who answer 
the phones for us with information on where to send questions and other comments that 
FEMA has provided on their PSA.  John Turner added that the alert is going to all cell phones 
that are configured to receive the alerts, and all the local media, radio stations and, to his 
knowledge, satellite providers will be carrying it. 

 
 e.   Legislative Subcommittee 
 Angeline Syzmanski reported that the last day of the Legislative Session was May 31st.  Of 

the eight bills she tracked, two of them failed the deadline, related to revisions and 
declarations of emergencies or disasters by the Governor.  Of the six bills that went through, 
there were revisions to meeting frequencies for the Resiliency Committee, Tribal Emergency 
Coordinating Council and State Disaster Identification Coordination Committee.  An 
Emergency Response Employees Mental Health Commission was established.  One of the 
bills expanded the required entities to submit vulnerability assessments and emergency 
response plans to the Nevada Emergency Management, also added additional requirements 
for provisions relating to plans for responding to crises, emergencies and suicides in schools.  
Two other bills expanded the use of funding for mitigating the effects of an emergency 
declared by a local government.  And then one larger one was transferring the powers and 
duties of the Division of Emergency Management from DPS to Office of the Military.  If 
anything comes up on the federal level, she'll let us know. 

 
 f.   GIS Subcommittee 
 Chairman Samuels noted that this subcommittee is vacant and we need to try and get that 

spot filled. 
 
 SPECIAL REPORTS & WORKING GROUPS 
 
 g.   Volunteer Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD) 
 Brian Scroggins was not present.  Chaplain Barry noted that they really have nothing to 

report down there. 
 
 h.   Nuclear Waste Division Yucca Mountain Update 
 Phil Klevorick reported that they had a low-level radioactive waste transportation 

stakeholders forum.  Updates included there's been a 30 percent reduction in the low-level 
waste shipments that have been received from across the complex.  They're expecting 
possibly an increase just to make up for it in 2022 and '23 budget cycle.  A month ago there 
was an announcement released by the NDEP about a compliance agreement between 
Department of Energy, the NNSA and the NDEP, and it stemmed from investigation of 



several dozen shipments or containers that were wrongly labeled and disposed of up in the 
NNSS between 2013 and 2018. Their intent is to increase the inspection rate at the point of 
source of generator.  And they're looking at ways to augment, program, improve, reduce the 
risk of these types of shipments that have happened seemingly over the last several years in 
error, and so confident that the assessment will be better in the future.  In addition, Phil 
reminded everyone about the Police and Fire Games next year in Rotterdam.   

 
 i.  ARES/RACES Update 
 Chairman Samuels noted that this subcommittee is vacant.  Misty Richardson said it's about 

their hours and availability and she'll follow up with them. 
 

IX. Public Comments    
 There were no public comments. 
 
 Chairman Samuels stated that our next scheduled LEPC meeting will be Tuesday, 

November 9, at 0900, via Lifesize again, still virtual. 
 
  VIII. Adjournment 
 Motion to adjourn by John Turner. 
 Second by Jeremy Hynds. 
 Motion carried. 
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